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An Apologie to the Reader, 
touching the 3 to 

b Mr. Sjdrach Simpſons Sermon. 
n Fic ſhall ſeem grie vou to any, that 
Ihave dealt thus freely and plain 
with Mr. Syarach Simpſon, one of the 
firſt paſtors of anindependent Congre- 
gation in England; let them — 5 


| Rs! ow Paul dealt with thoſe Brethren 
« = Gal. 2. t0'whoms (according to his Zeal, and the 
preſent occaſion) he gave wo place by ſubject ion, uo not 
' for an hour, that the Truth of the Goſpel might continue 
with the Galatians; and though hos brethren 
7 ferinei to be ſomewhat , yer ſaith Paul, what ever 
' * _ _ they ate, if makes no matter to me, ſeeing God accepreth 
no mant Perſon + And ſo notwithſtanding their Re- 
& -. 3 did not ſpare them. Vea, let them conſider 
| ow Paul at Antioch withſtood Peter to the face 
for diſſembling with the Fews in che caſe of the Gen- 2 
tiles, and for not walking wprightly according to the 9 
5 Trmth of ibe doſpel: where fore Paul did 425 and 5 
wy  ſharphy reprove him before chem all. For no true 
. --__ believer is to keep flence, when the Doctrine of te 
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Geſpel is corrupted by the Doldrines of men, or to be 
modeſt in this mater. Wherefore I was. compelled 
to ſpcak thus plainly to him, for his groſs 


tion in the things of God; and Tam well fan 
in my conſcienct in the diſcharge of my duty, What 
have no true ſenſe of the Glory of Chriſts Goſpel, or 

of the profit of his People, whom yet Chriſt ſo loved, 

as to lay down his.{ife, and to be Craciſfed for them. 

Again, if it ſhall offend any that 1 deal thus round- 

ly againſt Humane Learning; Let them know, that I 

am not againſt Humane Learning upon all accounts, 

but do allow Humane Learning (ſo it be ſober and 

ſerious) in its own place and Sphear, as well as other 

Humane things: But T do oppoſe it as it is made an- 

other John Baptiſt, to prepare the way of Cbriſ into 

the world, or to pepare the worlds way to Chrift': 

And alſo, as men make it neceſſary, for th true know- 

Z ledge of the Scriptures ; Vea, the very Union far the 
. a 

And herein, according to tlie grace of Chriſt, L 

both de and will contend againſt it for euer: Seeing 

Humane Eearning mingled with Divinity, or the 


hath begun, continued, and perfected the Myſtere of 
Iniquity in the outward Church. Wherefore I do 
in all boldneſs appear for Chriſt the w:/dom of God, 
againſt Humane Learning the miſdim of the world; 
knowing aſſurealy that he is as very Antichriſt who 


Kghreonſneſs then Chriſt, andAunorher Pow 
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Goſpel of Chriſt underſtood. according to Ariſtotle, - 


oppoſes Chrift as the Wiſdom of Gol, as he that oppoſes. 
Him as the Power and Kigheonſneſs f Gd, and men 
may as well bring into the Chnrch of God. another 
er then 
Chrifl, 
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yin, hu mo for 8 55 Arm into the Chun 
Chrift, 10 4 or leave andone, to reward or Pam 5 
to promiſe or threaten, tg encourage or dif nk, 
that, they ate ern Ce «in ſo dog, 
hereis they ate contrary 6, and da oppoſe C ehe 
| Power of Cod; alſo ep that. bring in Humane 
or the Learnin Philoſoghy of men into 
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deeply cenſured theſe niuerſper ler them den, 
that I have done. in this matter but as ili Hau, 
Luther, and ſeveral others, #vly mew of Gb, and happy. 
Inftruments in the hand of Chriſt haue done before 
me. As for iuſt inc me 4s 


2 N 
= 


* ell terms the Univerſities, Caſtra * 
Cains Caſtles; Synagogas Katanæ, the Syn 


| gogues 
of Satan, and affirms they were fever Otdained or 
Inſtituted by Chriſt. e e 
Joh Has, (or 01% Rrunfelfie, ifhe ſet qut the 
Contents of the Chapters / culls them ' $4trap.en 
Antichriſti, the Lieutenants of Antichriſi t.. 

Luther in his book Contra” Ambroſttms Chi, 
be wing our of Dagiel che Pryphed, hg: Ar is 
| eee e *heaf- 
kee that the ll niverſitiei are one of theſe faces of Anti- 
chriſt, and that the ate eee on fgbriy to look on, 
and yet indeciſ are azve}y chaos ah 9 of Hel, ind 
that in theſe the moſt chviſt yet bbf* brian be are 
proſtiuted, and are caſt into the pen nr if Hell; Aud 


that in theſe Ariforles rea whertbjvhb iti of Chri- 


flian youth are poſſeſſed een Bb de 
niſh Learning Tea, are quite blinded and oppreſettwith it. 
He ſaith alſo; that the N the Woe,” that 
9.) brought upon 

the earth:andthat whd ever # was that did firft inſtitue 
and confirm Univerſities, he was a ſtar fallen from Hea- 
ven to Farth:- to wit, fromthe.'Goſpet of Chriſt to 

Humane Learning 3 
And in his Expoſition on Pſal. 22. he calls the 
lniverſuies the Mothers of Learned men, the Gates of 
Heb, and ſaith, they are called (Scholz, i. e. Ludi) 
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Docter of 19 4 Unwerfuies are by the, 
called Dolores Schulaſtici, i. e. ba ad, wel IAaſo- 
ric School- es that is, . . ee 


eee he ſairh,tboſe moſt glas e 
— 
abomination; wi it” 18 50 NN 


the Univerſities, fink befors God:with 
| Theſe Uninurryuirs are choſe Aniobriian oldies, 
1 wo put Regs, imo Chrifts right-hand, initgad of a 
Sxeptor; .and.ghis recd-is Philaſophy; chat u decgis, .” 
or as the pelle ele where terms iy(abs, Aperatien J 
Bre: bywhich Pluleſophy. Glaich he) vhe ny _ 
2 eee, wo Br > 
| re; rom 2 6 
* | Wel e cg ram his right. handy by : 
. nage ee fore Godlineſes, Aying, (ac- 
. e i eee ſpain) he is 


8 k places fc 9 d. ee 
6 -- oa. eplace of, pd yer;yhis4 
43 nochiag bur weak Ae e Wh cee 
Scepter, rather — repreſent itt and ſo e bur 
van deceit; for chere is no: hing. px „„ 
4 Doctrine but w/aviry- and ing, though ander the las ef bee 4 
| title of Knowledge and Religion. — _ 


In a word, he calls them Antichriſt Lapanatio, 7 5 = 

; the Stews of Antichriſt, 1 

{$66 AOtelanct los alſo terms the Univerſitier, Dogas 7275 ä — 
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Sik their Seb Divinity, which 
all the Schools. in | Europe as chlo — 
uni uerſty of Faru e thereby infected _ 


bereſie; and he ſaith; they#rddents inthe dminarfaies, 
tho Gl} thab dn, bac 
rar my * — hs ih Cng 


And-chus- it is maniſeſt chat n l have 5 ax 
freely and | ſbarphy«dgainſb: the fes be fore 
now. And therefore 2 iftians will 
have no jo \Cauſc nge Nho axe 
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wards, Farther, vom, fr rr fy | . | 3 
and the ſame School. divinity or Antichr: Pranifm, are 


yet #nſtilled ineo the 3th and fudents, as were ma- 
ny hundred years ago; in the darkeſt times of Pepery; 
bas theſe things are all in all in the Univerſity Learn- , 
and Education, inſomuch that »o man is of any 


van vron -rechmine with them, . kyow. he the Cee 
| 1 and truiy, if he be a. (gn 
ak) a Philefopher, and Scbool- div 


fun for is inſide is — ſeven * 
x Hu, or Luthers time, being in- 
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12 b bee; and be eren ir ht which 
j conttadicks Gods rd, and Erie ves his 
| Py yet becauſe ir makes chem 


I» - Boy = nM they" could itherro'd/Penſe wich all 
* to this ds 

4 ad dd however fe igis „ for the pativaed form, 
- - Kai been much reſbmed ir theſe Nl, yet the 
Uni ver ſities as the ſtronge Holds that Avtichr;ffhach 


ſame ” Rok only as td ebe ward ſubſfance of all 
things,” to wit, heir neee, - Philoſophy and Bivi- 
nity, bur alſd in a great meaſare rotheir outward forms, 
as The were in their firff Antichriſtiin Inſtitution. 
| Where fore it was neceſſary alſo; that I ſhould be 
plain wig ee for Cbriſts ſake and his Churches, a- 
gainſt theſe (as Latber calls them "ſtews of Anti- 
chriſt, and Ded ol Thieves, who havr been, and 
ſtill ae the conſtam and fruitfull ſced of Antielriſt 
Kingdom in the werld, our of which it might ſad- 
dainty on all eccafions and opportunities grow up 
freſh, how greatly ſoever it had been before waſted 
and deſtroyed among the people, by the clear word of 
God and his mighty Providences and Works accompa- 
nying ir. 
Sb Now as it was neceſſary this work ſhould be dere, fo 
hrough the Grace of Chriſt was l made willing to 
do it, ſeeing 0 body elſe more ſit and able did ap- 
pear. And well knowing, that he that provokes the 
Univerſities and Clergy againſt him, provokes Princi- 


thu world againſt him as is evident in the example of 
a , Hun, _ Tindal a; otliers: 1 have 
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9 And 4% gt all, "es 751 wy wig 1275 10 the 
WMniverſity,. pay tends. et abu? = 
I anſyex, that I peers 5 nor 1 5 5 tothe 
Mniverſity, as it is py eu 89510 8.4 benin | 
tions herein „ Spidence of 
God alone, I have —— NY to 2 lation? in 
which I nom ſtand ] and. contigus in it,, againſt che 
wills and workings of; many ; ſo. through his good 
Pleaſare I will remain, till he ſhallaotherwiſe 21ſpoſe- 
of me; and . my ſojarning with them, 1 will 
not Fail to teſſiſiè againſt their epi and to endeavor: 
to win all thoſe whom, God ſhall perſwpadeto receive 
his Truth, from ee to te e and from 


tage might run into thereby. Whe 
the i iebte 1 Fon, Wif, 
n, [8 411 
r For ſuch 2 Lerd put into my 
heart, that I would notwilingly conceal ar of 
ne, 9 or to preſes 


; wa 8 
ther, not my done, nor chers, but Ti will be 
done in Earth as it # in Heaven, © | 


81 1. 82. 8 TEK | LG 
For Sions ſake 1 will not hold my peace, | 
lems ſake I will not reſt, until the R = 1 
go forth as brightneſs, and the '$ vain t 1 « 4 
4 Lamp that ne. 5 
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that i i Teftenwent 
did Ms „ tin 

haut A ations t' holding orth | 

| nee nom, are anſwerable to the Kies of the Pro» 
Phers thatwere then; and that the Univerſities are as agree- 
able 1 the New Teſtament, as the Schoolr of the Prophets io 

O¹ 

2. T hat they who have endeavenrtd to pull down Schools, 
have alwaies been men Who Were found enemies to Religion. So 
Julian the Apoſtate ſbut up the doors of the Schools, brcanſe he 
Would baue al Religion to go down. 

3. T bat the. knowledge of henvenly 3 Cannot rome to ws 
but by things en earth, and that all Divinity is ſwadled in Hu- 
wane Learning. © 

4. That Paul was brought up at the feet of Gamalier, 42d 
that God — lim ſo fitted, 1 . hins ay able Mivifter of 
bu C 


* hs mens hatred to God doth. oY appear in their la-. 
tred to Humane Learning, as if they bated tlie Scriptures. 

6. That i 8 1 . men may 4s Well 
be without the Ordinances 45 Withowt the Univer ſie and Hite 
mane Learning. 

.. That men now Se ent 6 reowet the Parke in that imme- 

diate Way to under ſtaud the Scriptures in Which it was Liven to 
them who Wrote the Scriptures. - 

8. That uy now are to get knowledge by flies ani bu- 
ware Learning, and not by inſpiration. : 

9. Thai H amane Learning it as the ontwerks to the Fort of 
the Gospel, and as the outer ( burt to — 2. of the Gel: 
aud ſo if you will keep the Fert well, you keep the ourworks 
ſtrong ; and if you will preſerve the inward, you muſt lookto the 
entward Court. 

10. Bat what % the bottom of al 3 of ſome mens 
A againſt Hamane Learning, as the unction 
e, and againſt the Univerſities as the Fonntain of 
yr ary but this ? that ſome ſap. 7. ee 
z and as Chriſt hath the Divius natura in him, ſo evory- 
5 be that hath Godin r to a 
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7 1 i bt. $7745 "Y 
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wr, We foal never hoop up. Religion, "if wods at 
— _ when ane — down ys 2 


wr" Se r Religious Fonndations are ſo tient, then beep 
er up: Tour Deſtruttion will. notjer: . — 2 Jour 
elves. 


Theſe Notes 22 take from Mr. Simpſon M6 ad 
delivered to.me by ime e hand, and affirmed-to be trus for 
the ſubſtance of 2 I alſo heard ſcvera other who 
were hearersof that Sermon, relating the ſame things. 
Now becauſe I find that this Dofirine hath not only grie- 
ved the hearts of the faitihſu!, but alſo ſtrengthened the hands 
of the carnal and evil People : The things which he then 
delivered, being uſually the hongbes of their hearts, and words 
of their mouths; I thought it my duty, ſet in my place 
for the defence of the Goſpel, to give à Publiks Reply to ſuch 
groſs Errors ſo — delivered, to the danger of ſo many ; 
which one would never have thought ſhould have pro- 
_— from ſuch 4 man; eſpecially | after the dey of the 
el bath ſo far dewyed, jw „ N are 
fo r retreated and flewey aua. 


And ſo.I (ball. begin wich the ff of theſe Errors, and 
e Ean in which they are ſet down. n 
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 Waiontftics, in tbein preſent "Uſe ai (un 5 on; | 
' eAnſwer. To this I Reply, that there isa vaſt difference between theſe 
No Heath*.. gchoale, and theſe Univerſities, as in many other things, ſo 
an Learn- chiefly in tha; That in thoſe Schools of the Prophets, named 


ing was 


4 raught in the by bim, the hey men of God freely taught the Tonth, who 


Church, of came willingiy to them to learn, eſpecially in the corrupt 
God all the times of 7/razl and Judah; I ſay they taught them only the 
— Knowledge ofthe Books of Moſes, and of the other Prophet. 
then extant, . and no Heatheniſs knowledge, or Diſciplines of 
the Gentiles at all. And theſe kinde of Schools began early in 
the Church: For the Fathers before the Flood, and the Pa- 
triarks after, al taught their Chilarem and Families the Word 
of Cad; Aud: ſo. each of their Families was ſuch a Scbool. 
And that we may not be at uncertainties in this matter, it is 
manifeſt bat Doftrme they taught, by that which God 
bimſelf ſaith of Alrabam, Gen. 18. 19. Jh Abraham 
(ſaith God) that be wil command bis Children and Houſehold 
after lim, that they keep the way of the Lord, and to do Juſtice 
and Judgement : This was the /umme of Abrahams Doctrine 
to his Family. And this is farther confirmed by that of 4/aph, 


ment. 1 


P{al. 78. 2. 34. Where he faith, I will open my month iu 


Parable, I will utter derk, ſayings of old, ici wo have heard 
aud known, and our Fathers have told a: "We will not bids 
them from their Children, ſhewing to the Generation to come 
the praiſes of the Lord, and his 3 aul the wonderful 
works that he hath done : Where we plainly ſee what Doftrine 
the Children received from their Parents, and the Parents 
- taught their Children from one Generation to another; to wit, 
not vain Philoſophy, and the D;ſciphnes of the Heatheny, but 
the praiſes of the Lord, and bi ſtrength and wonderfull works. 
This alſo is manifeſt by the 2 of Ieboſaphat King of 
Judah, who ſent his Princes with the Levites up and down 
| throughout Fudab, and theyonely. took the Book, 
_ -of the Lord with them, (and no Hearhnih &nthorr ) and 


tante tis People, 2 Chron, 17. 
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all Nations, and gather oe Chriſtian 2 


by teaching them e obſerve, a 222 id e, 


manded them, to wit, inthe Goſpel and nothing a/, or wore : 
He commanded them to . and 5 1 and 


promiſed bf to be wich them 15 the end FX the world, 
in all ſuch Doctrine. 
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Andi therefore Mr. Simpſon was the more to blame to flats - 

ter them in cheir evil, and co deceive the world, in appropria- 
ting to them the glorious Title of the Schools of the Prophets, 

— 22 aff things ſo contrary and contradictory to 

No the ſamme and certainty of this matter, is this; That 

the Congregatibu of Believers, where only che word of che 

Gofpet"is truly taught according to the HMinifration of. the 

Spirit, whether to youth or men, they under the NeW T eff - 
vrt are anſwerableto'the Schools of the Propheraunder the 

Old "who only caught Adeſet and the Propbers: And the 

; COIs Philoſophy is firſt taught the yourh, 5 
after D:winity, and then beth are mingled together, to the - _. 

utter porverting and corrupt the Golpel of Chriſt ; I ſay, 
Theſe Univerſities in the time of the Goſpel, ate anſwera 

to the High- Placet in the time of the Lab, where a Doctrine 

and urſtip prevailed which was not according to Geds ward, 

- but mans wir: and pchere Peda, aid Htasheniſin were 
mingled together into one ungrel Religion, moſt odious and 
abominable to God and his People: And fo the Univerſities 

in the time of the Goſpel, are only anſwerable to the High 
"Placer inthe time of the Lam: but not ut all to the Schools 

ok the Prophets, as Mr. Simpſon pretends. POE 

Aud now for the Conc/ufron of this matter(which I reckon, 

do be of grear concernment for the trwr Church to be thorow- 

Ay iiiſtructed in . I ſhall bring forth the Teſtimony of ſome 

odly wen: of whom ſome ſhew how the Srhoo/s and Univer 


ere came firſt to be cerrupted, to wit, by de- 
from che plain word of the Goſpels and bringing in 
8 ans etels the feformation of the 
-Sthoolr of Chriſtians, to wit, by 1 again, 
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"parting x 
hy Aud another foretels 
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The "Philoſophers lug, that working is in the ande fark 


ing, but that which is firſt in the /ewſe, (which is proportio- 
as thatwhich Mr, Simp/ox t they know 
not what they ſay, when they But let us confder if 


thus be ſor: 7 hat the Knowledge of heavenly things cannot come 
te us hui by things on earth; then bow ſhall we know the 
Myfterie of God, even the Father, and the ¶Myſteris of ¶ vriſt, 
whois God mavifeſt in the fi? Or how ſhall the Ayſterie 
of faith, and of our union with Chriſt through faith into one 
fieſs and Spirit with him be known? Or the a birth,” and 
»ew Creature, which hath all things new in it, and all thoſe 
»ew things, the things of God Or how ſhall the free uſtiß- 
cation of a finner through the death of Chriſt, and his Re- 
ciliation to God be known, with all the reſt of the things of 
the Goſpel, ſeeing. nothing on earth can reveal the =-r, red 
of theſe things > And if the world by wiſdom, that is, its Þ 
ſopby, knew not God, how can it by that wiſdom reveal God 
and his things which it never kzew.? Nay, the Apoſtle doth 
clearly teſtifie againſt this carnal and corrupt Doctrine, in 
1 Cor. 2. 7, 8. ſaying, We ſpeak the Wiſdom of God in 4 
un ſterie, even the hidden Wiſdom which God ordained before the 
world unto our glory, which none of the Prinzes of this world 
knew ; and by Princes of this world, he means not only world/ 
Powers, as Chry/oſtome affirms, butalſo Philoſopbers and Ora. 
tom who often obtained the chief Government among the nati- 


ons. God hath wrapped-up his Ge/ pel, ſaith Paul, into ſuch hidden 


wiſdom, that they are never able to ſearch into it, or to diſcover 
the leaſt part of it, ſeeing God contrived it all, and appointed 
it before the world unto our glory: and all their knowledge is 


but rom the world. Vea, he adds, Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear 
| heard, neither have ever entered into the heart of man wo 


Which God bath. prepared for them that leer bins ; In w 
words God hath ſhut out the natural man forever, with all 
his ſfudy, knowledge, abilities, and attainments , from the 
having any right under ſtanding of his Kingdow, or the things 

of it: For the eye of man:hath not ſeen i hem at any Vim, nor 
bu cart heard them, nor hath avy knowledge of vb entered into 
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Learning; wen brif l 7 had no true Divinus; 
for they had no Humane 3 to ſwaddle it in, nor 5 
have none; Shall we ſay now according to Mr. 
Doctrine, that they had no Divinity > Ido with all 
mne fat. 
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: Mot ſe, But Gedtook Paal, not a gend Schaller, and ſo made 
Anſwer. him an abi Preacher ; but he cook him as a Blaſhhemer, and 
Perſeentor,i and as a cruet and —— againſt Chriſt 
hu Traub, and People, _ the riches of 20 
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ry ah array So that Paul became ſo excel- 
| — eG — . | 
Da n 5 
(\Simpſes of uf. a age which 1 | 
2 e = 
it isin Homily on t to t orin=, 
' thians, where he ſaith, Ta: God Fs pgs at the brginni 
of the Goſpel of Learned men, aud Sophiſters to preach the Gol- 
pel, and; to convince the world who pr eh but did only 
w/e the word of faith in the months of plein Handicrafts men, 
«nd Artificers : Wherefore ( faith be) whey the Greeks hal 
accuſe the Diſciples of Chriſt, s ignorant of Letters, and un- 
uud, let u our ſelves who are Chriſtians , aceuſe them 
* mere. Neither 3 one- ſay that Paul was Wiſe and learned; 
bat let ua ſay, I heir men Were wiſe andlearned., birt ours were 
rude and ignorant ; For in thui doing (according to the truth) 
— the greater advantage ag ainſt them. Fer if Paul 
were welcarned, und yet overcame learned Plato, his Viftory 
Was the greater, and the Grate of God the more gloriow. 
* Now this / ſay, ( ſaith he) becanſe the , Tam RI * - 
e Ae 
Cawr ſing ridicalonfly with a Greek, each of nan koynts amanda * 4 » 
them an their Diſcourſe prejudicing their perigor © v agy's ANNiAss waigo 3 
om cunſe : For abe Greek yal that which 1 tavrœv 1 mv. 4 f 4 
ebe Chriſtian ſbii have ſaid und the Chri- ide © rg ee ant Y 
ſtian.ſpeke that which theGreek ſhould have ;, ee, 4 Xxeimarks E- 
ſaid. For the Queſtion between them, being BaNen , &c- | 
rowrbing Paul and Plato, the Greek endea- 
voured to prove that Paul was rude and breed, but the 
Chriſtian threngb his ſimplicity did endeavor "to 'prove that 
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Paris, Filiieh name of the Father, Son, and Holy Gheſt. ve bob 
Spiritus fanti, And thus doth the Univer ty » through power, received 
a 1 from Amtichri#t," give men, Chiefly for money, Dlxinity- De- 
= Amit grees ; and through thoſe Degrees it gives, Amhority aud 
3 12 1 a 
mus te ad inter priviledge to Batchelors in Divinity ro expound part of the 
pretaxium © Seripturer, and to Doctors to expound and profels all the. 
Frofetendum u. Scriptures; and they that gaine theſe Degrees to themſelves, 
Sy” : are (as there is good reaſon) the great men in accolmmwirhs 
oh edn 2 1 1 
ram tamveteris the mv erſity, and alſo with the carnal people of Antichriſt,” 
quam nv; Te- how deſtitute ſoever the / be, of the fab and ſpirin-of 
ure e vu. the Goſpel. . Dab 
hi & * rial Wherefore I cannot chuſe but giye in my Teſimnon ann 
ſeatti. cap. ao. gainſt this glorroz aud gainful priviledge of the Aniverſiriet, 
De (eremoniis to wit, their conferring upon their children Degrees in Di- 
n Gradibus vinity, and creating them Maſters.in that Myſtery, which 
ajerchdis none can teach but God him{elf ; and which none can learn, 
but cue believers who are borne, of God, and are his true 
Diſeiples. Nr gat bo, 
3 as 72 {o I do epevh affitme, that Deſt in Diving (for 
ger n But. 1 meddle with none elſe ) giver by che Umrverſipies to0heir 
Eres Dire titres, av plat il pris e e Fog mane 
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- For fin; In the & NOW 
. ore re _ ofithemve TheGoſpel 4 


onely a ne and heavenly J 
Church, and that the fag forth N ſpiran een gainſt Divini- 


cheldrty' of God, according to the meaſure. of the gift. 2 


f God makes Chriſtians of ſeveral Degrees in this Chutchy tie. 

and not Academical . aa t 
Secondly, In this Goſpel alſo we are taught, chat all the > 

true Miuiſters of Chriſt ate equal, and not one ſuperior to 

another, as-rheſe Degrees make them, | 5 
Thirdly, In this Goſpel alſo we are taugh-, that the true 3 

Se amongſt chile true Diſciples , och not ſtand in 

Academica Degrees, ox worldly honoxr and Dignities, bur Rot 

in the fahſul neer and exaRt following. of Chriſt in word OBOE 

and Converſation ; and that the ſons. of” Zebedee, in deſiring 

ſuperiority and pre- eminence above the other Diſciples, con- 

traryto che le and doctrine of Chri 875 did e offend, 

and were therefore ſharply rebwked of 5 
Fourthly, Vea here, We hear HC Lhe forbidding 8 

this vrry thing to his Diſciples , that Antichriſt and his pro- 5 


py might have no c/oak for doi vg the contrary, Where his << 
ſpe His true 25 taught and publi . For 4.23. Chri wes 
225 þ forbid: ' Diſc pes — 5 all the, uulritude, to be as . 5 
Rabbits or Doctors, who (ſaith rift) do their works ts ITT 
be ſeen of men, ind diſouiſe themſelves with different gar- ae 
mens or habits from ethers (chat they might be che more. mA 
cakenwotice of, und have the more reſpett ) and do love the ek. 
uppermoſt rooms -- ae and the he Le Synagoguecs, n 
and gem xr inthe markets, and to be called of men as - 5% 
Dodo but faith Chri to his Di 17 75 n N 7e called | FL 
Doftor;, fo wb nn Hoes, even Chriſt, aud ye all are bre- 3 
thren, and ſo equal. 


Whetice it 18 e,; . phat this practice of Univerſties | 
and 'Coliedy6r in gi ing men Degrees in Divinity, as they call 
it, and Titles, Habit, and | Dignirigs accordingly, is cam 
roithe expreſs A A Jeſiu⸗ Juba is a meer bl Ain 8g 
wventiond ich 0 an utatian on W n e 
Miniſters 3515” * N 1 * 1 ; ar 
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W Wherefore, as much of the myſtery of 


m due time follow, as the lightning. of God 


"Ic is lde fat, rhax.theſe Degrees and THE do eue 
men to be prond, and to lift themſelves up above” their” 
brethren, and to think themſelves ſomething when they ate 
muthing; ſuch Graduates, ul ually proving, Thęeſes: Glote, 
Dirines of glany; amd not Iheolagi erucis Di vines of thi trofr, 
as Luther an th that is, praud and h tyclerþs, and not 
the humble Miniſters of Chriſt cruified, CY I en 
ITheſe Degrees allo do break rhe ſimplicity of the people 
of God, and do prejudice the communion 0 + 7 ny 
-\ Farther, theſe Degrees are a dangerous [nave te Hip ped⸗ 
le, cauſing them to receive all for good DotFrine that ĩs de. 
— by ſuch men, though it be never" ſo 2pm 
and unſaund, inaſmuch as their high titles which they have 
gotten in theſe Highplaces, and the Nees bo of their 
learning, ſtrikes an ave into them, that they date hot once 
aveſtion what ſuch men deli: er, much leſs contraditt it. 
the m iniquity is diſcover: 

ed and diſſol ved already, ſo there is no doubt; but that 


chis glorious relique thereof, to wit, D winder ee alſo 
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dhe world. ge 
And ſeeing ſo much of the light of the Goſpel harh ſhiried 
forth in this Age, it were to be withed that the Kniverſ- 


bien, Heals of Colledges, and Clergy, would not wilfulh, 


for worldly bongur, reſpects and advantage ſake, (hut theix eyes 
: again} it, Or rather With open een malicionfly feek to 2 
»wwgw. it, but that they would be contented, to have all 
their honour lye in their /:keneſs to Chriſt, who was in the 
Church as one that ſerved ; and who was ſo far from receiv- - 
ing honour and taking titles from men, to make himſelf of 
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ucroam in tHe world, that being Lord of all, he male him 


\ © <> k 
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me 


and 
OP) and 


ſe! f.of as reparation ; and that they would rejett all the pompe 
ide of the fa/ſe Church, Nick being deſtitute: of faith 


x: ae \ be/2;rir, makes Jr fed and its Ainiſters glorious, in 
AUNT} th erred pamer and Tier,” FFF 
Van chovghhs he b pn, ige in dhe gane, end there 
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the world, I ſhall adde the witneſs of her bee, du Et, A 
ts F * 


Martyrs a= 
ainft Divas. 


„Degrees. 


it may appear, that I am not alone in chi mutet 3 
kay BT 1 Wh Ct 1d have been aid 
ſafe enough, 4 IE » a 4; 7h . berg 20 01 5 
In Edward the third's time, there was an +rc+/{thit difronrſel 
ſer forth, called, The Pluman complaſht dc hie: teſtifeth. Plonmans 
igainſt cheſe D;/vinitz-degrees,in theſe wofds, Amir hi aitfilconplaint. 
ic) maleth Maſtert too many, who teach the proplt with rhein 
en teachin An leave Gal teaching which 2 needſu ant 
hide it with, quaint glaſſes from the mean people. Bus (flith 
he) theſe. 4 56 objeft , that they deſire not the ſtute of Mas 
ſtery to be worſhipped thereby, but the more to profit the ple 
when they preach the word. For they ſay the $2021e will mars 
believe the preaching of a Maſter, that hath talen u ſtate of 
School, then the preaching of anorhe? man that hath not taken 
the ſtate of Maſterſhip. To which he replyes, That #1514 
need that Maſters bear witneſs to Gods teaching or word; that ix 
4c true aul good, neither (faith he) can any min by hi, fate of 
Aaſterſpip which God hath forbiddei, draw any man from his 
fin rather then another man which is not a Maſter , vor willhs 
one, becauſe it is forbidden him in the Goſel. And a lirrle 
after he ſaith, Seeing we ars tobel e de m nt works morethes * 
| h word the deed ſheweth well of. theſe Maſters . that theyde- 
| fre e rather for their own worſhip; then for profit of 
re | Br 7 i eo? „ernie. 
Kfer, Toby 1 55 that choſen ſervant of Chriſt, did ln Wickliffe 
mirnels a aluft theſe Antichriſtian Degrees „who faith, The TE, 
Clergy do, buſt ly ſeek their.own worldly worſpip and gloryyund by | } 
great 477 ind va ne coſts, to he called Maſters in divi uit rand 


to ſpeał ere Lord 5, Aud to fit at meat with them; ami not r 
Th 1 on Mat. 23. cap; 4. faith, Alnbanghun Tics: in qui buſ- 
ſome ſtudie 
FAM arg mem Doffe's 
tu Areſtoli ſumitur fi mplicius, pro Te 3 dem catholicam ; 
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teach pi 7 boſe manner of men; bymeck I fend 2 % 2 
eh the name of Dottor imports excellencyy ſceing iclis dam ſindiis no- 

fir excellent, rum ft u. Gemilũ ex aui hemuſſbus & ſtarib usa at, amen in te- 

. on 79775 1% . labgrep illeſimd᷑ ſuperbiam & ſtatus exigention- 2 
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; : 1 3 as be, os $5 5 W eee ee | 
— — Chriſt dvr h mD A5 4s Goſpelyis.inveaſortoberejebled 3 3055 
operatio, uam and therefore e if doth not appr o dein refproue chefore- 
Ts e- named Weatheniſh Majterſpip, #57 mani f chat ine le Wiſes 
„ charged, and caſt out of the Church 7 411% 3% 


 _ tienabllitey dimittenda' idrocum chf non app: oba 70 r e R 


1 u nalin pate quabeſtule Ou dunti:tendu 3 A. 


VN qued "30. Againe, Gab he, Note et the name ofa an fees — . . 
T 4322 1 *. differ from the name of 4 ni ts Graduation, ane 
mine Gradua- Er ought iu. 

toni Scholaſlicæ, center inredufte- MU; mM Sermon. Akan Mer k 203: 


He ach ally Ta Cr hab rl IA » bis Dy . 
ples, heathenqh er . ris 4 that Cue, 
would have the name of Maſter or Becken JEL lin ervea 

» ay Pericwlum 29 himſelf, ſeeing. hes. er. reaſon. of his "Hoo we, — hath, 

t 757 1 ' fi wits a certaine excellen which cannot agree 70 1 
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ht 9000 be.aſhamed and confourleF : PRES 

_ we oihet \belierers „for the b e e po Se?” 
word 5* 2 0 reno #rcing cheſe things 1 , 3 dil ub | 
that chey 155 1855 h may be leſt ahl wit Ie "om 4 ong># 
bega e ble e ene Ini fe 

10 . for 5 — an of this — 1 al ho 5 
ford to the Univerſities, theme Degy 7 
Son df God, I 40 he take in the: — 0 e 
1 * ta are ta take aſier his r 858 * 40 a$ 55 . 
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green, where til 7 Se fr Graduaerage a hers 


* 8 Chriſt; 


- Chrifts firſt Cyriſts firſt Degree in the Church was this, that He. was 
1 3 the e Son of God, as the Lord ſaid to him, Then art my Son, 
His Divine - tht day have I begotren thec; and againe, Thus i m beloved 
Sontb p. Sow, in whom 1 am well pleaſed, And this ts the firſt Degree 
that Chri/# himſelf took in the Church, his Divine Sonſhip ac- 
cording to his Humane nature. And this Degree all the 
. faurhful take with him, for they all are begetten of God, and 
* lern of the immortal ſeed of his word, — their being the 
We children of God through faith, is the firſt Degree Alſo, that 
2 they take in the Church. N 
5 2. Chriſts ſecond Degree in the Church, was his unttion 
5 de- with the ſpiret, for being the Sen of God, the ſpirit of God 
His unction. Came an ſate upon him in the forme of a Dove , which was 
his New Teſtament-Baptiſme : and his firſt Degree was con- 
firmed ro hun by the Father, when he took this ſecond 3. for 
whilſt che ſpirit reſted on him, 4 voice from heaven ſaid, 
Thou art my beloved Son in whom I am wellpleaſed, - 
And this ſecond Degree alſo, all the faithful take with 
Chriſt , for they al as his fellows , are anointed together with 
him , the chief among them; they as members are anoin- 
red together with him the head, with the ſawe oile of glad- 
neſs ; and being ſos, God ſends the ſpirit of his Son into 
their hearts; and the pirit of the Son in theit hearts, is 4 
ſure teſtimony they are ſons and their ſecond degree alſo 
5 vogh their firſt; to wit, the Gift of the ſpirit, their 
-nih; L f : | 
ed de. ;. Chris third degree was this, that after he was aui 
gree. ted by the Spirit, and declared to be-che Son of God, then 
His victory o- for the proof of both, He was led by the ſpirit into the wilder- 
ver temptati- weſ5 to be tempied of the devil forty dayes and nights together; 
* and in all theſe tenptations, through his Somhip, and unctian, 
he overcame the divel, and came away Conqueror: And 
this was his third degree in the Church of Ged , that the 
anointed Son of God, overcame the devil, in all the great- 
eſt 5 molt grie vous temptations he could aſſault him 
with. 1 
And this third degree alſo, all the ſaſthfal take with Chriſt; 
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prations, he chen went farth a« 4 fit and able Minift r 
the Goſpel of the Kin: pom og all the exwicy Y 
rien of the world, Devil, nl fl Church, as as 5 us 
* 7 allo, of the newly facbfoltaks 
es allo 
wich Chriff, For 2 afcer they thr x the on 5 
Cad, and through their Sewſhrp are avcitged, andrhrough 
cheir anition, overcome the devil in all his Temprarionr, then 
alſo they, rd the Ha of the re e being a of 
Gemer ation,and royal priefthood, to ſhew forth 

— . of darkneſr,into m_ 

ebe, s Peter teſtifies : and they all {j 
Bo an key o boys 2 3 

iony over texw)t ation, is as 

#th-w to teach, a8 it was for Chi tu teach; and ſo they 
wichonr any re of the Laws of Antichy: 15 or Order of 
the Clergy . teach the ever Geſpet deb 
did before chem; and this is the foureh | 
ful in che Church, - 


* 1 ffcb and lt degree, which he took In che M n d. 


that eached and lived 
4 te 764 Fa 7 He the e 3 Church — ao as 
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70 m_ and ſeai to t 
P — 
A o croſs, to Goſpel to his 
— and chis: CET ad mot gle Gs 
char Cirit rok is bis Chireb SR relies when 7 


NY 


x Saen the ove al — hi 
— e ng him 
cx ue PFrituuai Chuerc believers 3 ns eO 

ether Degrees hut theſe. 
And whar s are the e Divinity to 
theſe? they ate Degrees in Amchrifts onely, and 
every heathen or bm creature, Turi or Infidel may take 


chem del as they , with a_lirtle time and. paines, and: 


money. 
. Whereſere (that I may turn my a little to the I- 
55) dochon 2 much thou 
from the Goſpel of Chyst n this matter," as 

. well as in of thi reft; and t 
and Lam: aud Mrthodsand Aamer:s of | Antichriſt, whete- 
wichthou ha& deceived Fg hed Nations, And 
chou — haſt like thy own mother Babylon, 2 
Wiictep on thy fe forthos haſt 
title, ALMA MATER, the beautiful wither, which onel 
by 0 Jerſcalew from above and thongh thou hai 
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The Teſtimony of Martin Luther 
| . the whole matter, | I 
+ + Towirtouching © | 3 
"Univerſities, Humane Learning On 
Poileophy, Vaiverſuty Degrees, &c. 


LTT c. rtin Luther in his Anſwer to An * 
A 0 een RY 1 the . 

\ on concerning Antichriſt, Dan.s, 
\ (Lampe | 

" Thetwelfth and laſt face of Anti- 
chriſt, is that Chaos, and open Cate of 
* Hell, Jet very y comely to behold, to wir, 

M the Univenities, into which, perjurie, 

[ and the of Gods 5 ode are the 

entrance, and the progreſs is a free and moſt licentions 27 
tion in all manner of wicle el. Au pet wnder the ef aw 
and eee 7 S 1 are pramiſed. Tua Titles 


4 2 are 7 ftead of rewards. Wn 
Vit what det rm 43 length? Firs the more choice i 
youth of. chriſtian 4 are I 64 proſtituted, and are caſt irto b 
the open throat of Hel that J verily think, this deſtruition was 
e ” the el ee 9 made their FY 
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7 | 10 the 
timo it —— good — the eboiceſt to e 
the Rates they call them ont of theſe Stews andDens 4s 
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